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Baptist Women in Ministry will be a catalyst in Baptist life, drawing together women and men,
in partnership with God, to illuminate, advocate, and nurture the giﬅs and graces of women.
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Come join us in June in Dallas for worship,
fellowship, and some great Tex-Mex.
The theme for our gathering is LIVING
GENEROUSLY. As ministers and as
followers of Christ, we are called to a life of
generosity, invited to share ourselves with our
congregations, our communities, our friends,
and our families. We give of our resources, our
time, and our imaginations to those around us,
and yet we must not forget that we too are to
be the recipients of our own generosity.
Parker Palmer, in Let Your Life Speak:
Listening for the Voice of Vocation, reminds us
“The gift that we receive on the inner journey
is the knowledge that ours is not the only act in
town. Not only are there other acts out there,
but some of them are even better than ours,
at least occasionally! We learn that we need
not carry the whole load but can share it with
others, liberating us and empowering them.
We learn that sometimes we are free to lay the
load down altogether. The great community
asks us to do only what we are able and trust
the rest to other hands.”
WORSHIP
Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday
morning, June 17, at Wilshire Baptist
Church, 4316 Abrams Road, Dallas, Texas,
and will be led by Ossie X. McKinney and
Julie Pennington-Russell. Ossie is a May 2015
graduate of McAfee School of Theology in
Atlanta, Georgia. She serves as minister of
music at Faith Baptist Church in Atlanta.
Julie is pastor of First Baptist Church in
Decatur, Georgia.

Wilshire Baptist Church

LUNCH
A celebration lunch will be served following
worship. Tickets for lunch are $20 and will be
available on March 3 on the BWIM website –
www.bwim.info. More details to come soon.
WORKSHOP
During the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s
General Assembly, Pam Durso and Devita
Parnell will host “Networking: Not a Dirty
Word,” a workshop for young Baptists. The
workshop, scheduled for Thursday, June 18
at 1:30 p.m., will introduce resources and
practices needed to build the wider community
of support for young ministers and leaders as
they begin a lifetime of service.
On Friday, June 19, at 2:45 p.m., BWIM
will host “Finding a Place: Successfully
Negotiating the Search Process.” The
workshop will feature a panel of lay church
leaders and ministers who have recently
journeyed through the search process and
navigated the challenges of that process and
who will share lessons learned along the way.

BAPTIST WOMEN IN MINISTRY

NEWS

MONTHLY CONVERSATIONS
An ongoing collaborative group led
by Devita Parnell and Pam Durso
meets monthly via phone conference
call. Our 2015 theme is “Family
Ties,” and we are discussing the
family relationships, responsibilities,
and real life challenges of ministers.
THE 2015 SCHEDULE

Thursday, March 12, 10:30 a.m.
“Pregnant while Ministering: The
Joys and Challenges of a Very Public
Pregnancy”
Mary Beth Foust, Julie Long,
and Stephanie McLeskey
–––––––––––––––––––––––––
Tuesday, April 14, 10:30 a.m.
“SBWM (Single Baptist Woman
Minister): Surviving and Succeeding as
a Single Minister”
Sharyn Dowd, Brittany Riddle,
and Charity Roberson
–––––––––––––––––––––––––
Tuesday, May 12, 10:30 a.m.
“Help! My Wife is a Minister: A
Conversation with Ministers’ Spouses”
Brent Jones, Josh Speight,
and Paul Swiney
To connect, call (805) 309-2350
and enter 2201619. For more
information about the conversation,
e-mail Ashley Robinson at
ashleyrobinson@bwim.info.
(Listed times are in the EASTERN
TIME ZONE).

THE NEW BWIM WEBSITE
Baptist Women in Ministry rolled out a
new website last fall. The site is packed
full of resources, including information
about Martha Stearns Marshall Month of
Preaching, the Addie Davis Awards, and
our Monthly Conversation recordings and
transcripts. On the Resource Page, you will
find Maternity Leave Policies, Ordination
Resources, and a list of helpful books and
articles. Plus you can read the BWIM
blog, buy our new T-shirt, and make a
contribution. Stop by for a visit soon.
THE BWIM BLOG
Baptist Women in Ministry welcomes you
to read and enjoy our blog. In the last few
months, we have launched several series,
and BWIM now offers a new blog post
each weekday.
On Mondays, the BWIM blog features a
“Monday Psalm,” a devotion based on texts
from Psalms and written by Baptist women
ministers. Upcoming writers are Nikki
Finkelstein-Blair, Meredith Stone, Angela
Fields, Kyndall Rothaus, Katrina Brooks,
Alicia Porterfield, Julie Pennington-Russell,
Griselda Escobar, Lauren Brewer Bass, and
Pam Durso.		
On Tuesdays, the blog offers a prayer for
the week. These prayers, usually brief,
always inspirational, were prayed by great
women from our faith’s history or written
or spoken by a Baptist woman minister.

Hope you will take a moment each
Tuesday and join us in praying.
On Wednesdays, the blog presents the
writing of our friends and readers. We
have gathered a beautiful collection of
writings from women and men across the
United States, who have shared their stores
about ministry and family relationships,
responsibilities, and real life challenges. We
are excited to share so many new voices
with you!
On Thursdays, the blog features DEAR
ADDIE or C. Lynn Brinkley’s “Ministry
Manners.” DEAR ADDIE is our wise
woman of faith who seeks to provide good
advice, helpful suggestions, and thoughtful
answers to your questions. If you are in
need of encouragement and/or advice as
you navigate ministry waters, send your
questions to dearaddie.advice@gmail.com.
“Ministry Manners” is a series in which our
friend, Lynn, takes on a challenging topic
about proper etiquette for ministers.
On Fridays, Baptist Women in Ministry
introduces an amazing woman minister
in a series titled THIS IS WHAT A
MINISTER LOOKS LIKE. Over the
next year, you will meet fifty-two amazing
women—who serve across the nation and
even in other parts of the world. They are
living out their callings in a beautiful ways,
filling a variety of ministry roles.
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WITH MUCH THANKS

TO BAPTIST WOMEN IN MINISTRY
SUPPORTERS, 2014
MONTHLY GIVERS

Nina Pollard

Alyssa Aldape
Courtney Allen
Catherine Bahn
Patricia Baldwin
Irene Bennett
Mary Alice Birdwhistell
C. Lynn Brinkley
Katrina Brooks
Tiffany Brown
Gary P. Burton
Paul and Suryani Capps
Rebecca Dixon
Pam Durso
Jaime Fitzgerald
Sarah Greenfield
Erin and Jake Hall
Martha Kate Hall
Yvonne Harold
Ircel Harrison
Tracy Hartman
Emily Holladay
Becky Brooks Jackson
Libby Johnson
Linda Jones
Carrie Juarez
Lamberth Memorial Baptist
Church
Ruth Perkins Lee
Julie Long
Carol McEntyre
Emily Hull McGee
Christy McMillin-Goodwin
Sarah and David Murray
Kristen Muse
Northminster Baptist Church

Stacy Pyle
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Charity Roberson
Ashley Robinson
Smyth & Helwys Publishers
Maria Stinnett
Meredith and James Stone
David Tew
Benjamin Van Fleet
Tonya Vickery
Rhonda Walton

INDIVIDUALS
Tim and Brenda Alexander
Mary Carol Anderson
Patricia Ayers
Judith Bledsoe Bailey
Harold Bass
Lauren Brewer Bass
Anna and David Beal
Carolyn Blevins
Tammy Abee Blom
Virginia Boyll
Nancy Brock
Caralie Nelson Brown
Karen Brown
Kent and Ann Brown
Charles and Dianne Bugg
Eileen Campbell-Reed
Tony and Susan Cartledge
Steve and Diane Case
Susan Cauley

Ka’thy Gore Chappell
Jann Clanton
Cindy and Ryan Clark
Reba Cobb
Virginia Connally
Delores Cooper
Anne Cronic
Cherilyn Crowe
Susan and Jim Crumpler
Carolyn Hale Cubbedge
Ruth Cuellar
Leah Grundset Davis
Taryn Deaton
Paula Dempsey
Denise Dinkins
Chansin Esparza
Charlotte Evans
Amy Joyner Finkelberg
Sue Fitzgerald
Woodrow Freeze
Robert and Anne Gardner
Neita Geilker
Jerry Gentry
Karen Gilbert
Daniel Glaze
Eddie and Judy Hare
Genie Hargrove
Merianna Neely Harrelson
Karen Hatcher
Jennifer Hawks
Peggy Haymes
Tiffany Triplett Henkel
William Craig Henry
Diane Eubanks Hill
Kim Holman

Jane and David Hull
Rachel Britt Huston
Shari and Darren Jackson
LeAnn Gunter Johns
Annell Johnson
Joseph and Frances Jones
Rick and Susan Jordan
Richard Kahoe
Allie Kilpatrick
Cheryl Kimble
Valerie King
Brittany Krebs
Joseph LaGuardia
Judy Landon
Winnie Leiendecker
Linda Lewis
Deborah Loftis
Donna Loggins
Jewel London
Angela Lowe
Jane Lyon
Vilma Manso
Terry and Joan Maples
Molly T. Marshall
Phil and Gloria Martin
Susan Martin
Carolyn Mathis
Juanita Maxey
Melody Maxwell
Rebecca Husband Maynard
Nancy Stanton McDaniel
Carol McEntyre
Emily Hull McGee
Hannah McMahan
Nenette Measels
Geneva Metzger

Sarah Morgan
Douglas Murray
Kathryn Murray
Ruth Ortiz
Devita Parnell
Bill and Ruth Pitts
Kendra Plating
Susan Poindexter
LeDayne Polaski
Morgan Ponder
Phil and Karen Potratz
Aurelia Pratt
Cindy Privette
Jessica Prophitt
Melody Pryor
Teresa Pugh
Charles and Elizabeth Qualls
Helen Riley
Lee Ritchie
Mac and Lorita Robinson
Royce and Patti Rose
Melissa Roysdon
Anthony Mark Roza
Ro Turner Ruffin
Katrina Salter-Wood
Robin Sandbothe
Ellen Sechrest
Nancy Sehested
Paula Settle
Stephanie Shaffer
Carolyn Shapard
Rachel Gunter Shapard
Sara Skinner
Tamara Smathers
David Smith
Julie Sorrels
Rebecca Caswell Speight
Robert Stephenson
Clarissa Strickland
Martha Strong
Michael Toomey
Kristen Tucker
Priscilla Tunnell
Lucy Vick
Brent and Nancy Walker

Naomi Walker
William Watson
Martha Wells
Mark and Rebecca Wiggs
Jessica Williams
Donald Williford
Jean Willingham
Laura Willis
David and Ann Wilson
Mary An Wilson
Sandy Wisener
Joyce Cope Wyatt
Ouida Wyatt
Charles R. Yarbrough, II
Tyanna Yonkers
Brett and Carol Younger

CHURCHES
Ardmore Baptist Church, Winston Salem, NC
Baptist Church of the Covenant, Birmingham, AL
Beulah Baptist Church, Milledgeville, GA
Boulevard Baptist Church, Anderson, SC
Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville, KY
Central Baptist Church, North Chesterfield, VA
Cornerstone Church, Grayson, GA
First Baptist Church, Asheville, NC
First Baptist Church, Austin, TX
First Baptist Church, Boone, NC
First Baptist Church, Dalton, GA
First Baptist Church, Goldsboro, GA
First Baptist Church, Madison, NC
First Baptist Church, Sylva, NC
Grace Baptist Church, Richmond, VA
Greenwood Forest Baptist Church, Cary, NC
Haddock Baptist Church, Haddock, GA
Hayes Barton Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC
Lamberth Memorial Baptist Church, Roxboro, NC
Meadow Heights Baptist Church, Collinsville, IL
Northminster Baptist Church, Jackson, MS
Northside Baptist Church, Clinton, MS
Pintlala Baptist Church, Pintlala, AL
Second Baptist Church, Liberty, MO
Watts Street Baptist Church, Durham, NC
White Oak Baptist Church, Clayton, NC

ORGANIZATIONS
Christ is Our Savior Foundation
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Foundation
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Arkansas
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Georgia
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of South Carolina
Smyth & Helwys Publishers

SEMINARIES
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond
Baylor University’s Truett Seminary
Campbell University Divinity School
Central Baptist Theological Seminary
Duke University Divinity School
Hardin-Simmons University’s Logsdon Seminary
Mercer University’s McAfee School of Theology

GIFTS MADE IN HONOR OR MEMORY
Caralie Nelson Brown,
In memory of Anne Neil
LeAnn Gunter Johns,
In honor of Pam Durso
Tom and Susan Martin,
In honor of Cinda Heinen Smith
Nenette Measels,
In honor of Carolyn Blevins
Nancy Sehested,
In memory of Anne Neil
Carolyn Shapard,
In honor of Pam Durso
Ouida Wyatt,
In memory of Carolyn Crumpler
Staff of First Baptist Church,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee,
In memory of Curtis Woods
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SEASONS OF

MINISTRY

by Erin Robinson Hall

S

he didn’t know what to say, without a ten-minute long
explanation. My friend looked at me and said, “What
do you say to that question?” We were both enjoying a
playdate, chasing toddlers and trying to carry on a conversation
while we kept one child from running with scissors and another
child from eating every tiny piece of plastic. As we chatted with
new friends about life and family, someone had asked, “So, you
were like a preacher, and now what are you doing?” My friend
wasn’t just “like” a preacher, she is a preacher. And writer. And
teacher and pastor. And a mom. The mom job fills most of her
time these days. The short answer is that my friend and I are both
“stay-at-home moms.” We could use a better name for this gig,
but no amount of language could cover the whole spectrum of
my day.
Last year, when my husband and I decided to move to a new
church where he would be the pastor, I stepped away from a
congregational staff position. So now my answer to “what do
you do?” goes something like this: I am an ordained Baptist
woman who is a pastor’s wife and also writes, teaches, studies,
and preaches . . . from time to time. I am a mom . . . all the time.
That’s a lot to explain.
Don’t get me wrong. I love this mom job. All of it. The
take-your-breath-away beautiful moments and the sticky, icky
moments and the hectic list-crossing-off moments. This gig is
something I wanted for a very long time, and I cherish it. But
sometimes I think we need a new slogan. I wonder, though,
what it would do for some of us facing the awkward questions
if we said: “This is What a Minister Looks Like.” I want to wrap
up the “This is What a Minister Looks Like” idea and mail it to
my friends who are ministers in places that don’t have pulpits
or offices or classrooms—or salaries. Ministry happens in those
places, too.
Just because a minister is working in a way that isn’t listed
in a seminary class doesn’t mean that the work being done is
not a tremendous offering that brings the kingdom of God
near. I can count many seminary-trained, highly experienced
reverends who step back from settings that look like ministry to
jump into uncharted territory. Many gifted, risk-taking, Jesusfollowing ministers who once worked in churches now live out a
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calling from God
that looks very
different.
We all know
that we are more
than what we do.
We know that a
calling means more
than doing. But those of us whose “doing” of life as a minister
looks a little more patchwork quilt than careful needlepoint need
voices who remind us that vocational identity may not follow
one, simple trajectory.
Sometimes it looks like my friend who used to be an associate
pastor and now tutors struggling readers in an afterschool
program. She is a minister. My friend who preached sermons ten
years ago that still resonate with me today is now at home caring
for her preschoolers, one with special needs. She is a minister. My
friend who resigned from her church staff to care for her aging
mother is as much a minister today as my friend who was a stay
at home mom and is now a senior pastor.
There are seasons of ministry.
For my friends who are trying to discern what in the world it
means to understand a calling from God to ministry while they
spend their workdays balancing accounts or working as a barista
or vacuuming floors, I am thankful. They offer up an honest,
beautiful picture of what ministry looks like. I am also thankful
for the witness of ministers who tell us how the messy, soulstirring, heart-singing work of ministry can look different from
day to day, season to season.
My patchwork quilt of ministry right now includes an Elmo
picture book. It is laying on top of a Bible commentary and a
book of Walter Brueggemann’s prayers, neither of which I will
have time to touch for days. I see myself running after a toddler,
thinking through projects shoved to the back burner; tired and
yet deeply glad.
That is what a minister looks like . . . today.
Erin Robinson Hall lives in Macon, Georgia, with her husband, Jake,
and their two-year-old son, Logan. She is currently working on her Doctor
of Ministry degree at Columbia Theological Seminary in Atlanta.

UNEXPECTED

GRACES AND GIFTS

by Pam Durso

T

he past
year has
been one
of intense personal
reflection for
me. This time
of reflection has
been mostly a gift,
requiring that I give
time and space to looking back again and again at my own story
and remembering with joy and sometimes sorrow the milestone
moments in my journey.
I have realized that deep within me has always been a strong
sense of calling, a calling that I have spent forty years exploring.
I have filled multiple ministry roles, including serving on church
staffs, teaching in two seminaries, and working for non-profit
organizations. I have preached in scores of churches (mostly
Baptist), officiated at weddings and funerals, and planned and led
worship and communion.
Through all those years and experiences ordination never
happened for me. My own theology, polity, and strong commitment to equality in Baptist life were contributing factors to my
not being ordained, but location, timing, and closed doors also
prevented ordination from naturally unfolding for me.
Growing up a Southern Baptist girl in Texas in the 1970s
meant that I had no awareness that ordination would be
possible. Actually, I had no awareness that ministry was a
possibility either, even though I sensed a call from God as a
twelve-year-old girl. As a teenager, I had no imagination when
it came to ministry or ordination. Both were just too far outside
the reality of my experience.
In high school, I knew of no women who were serving in
official ministry roles . . . except for missionaries, and while I
loved missions, being a missionary just never felt right for me.
But then my imagination was stretched. In college, I suddenly
had a few female models for ministry, and I watched and prayed
and wondered. I served churches during the summers of my
college years and then headed off to seminary, completed a
Ph.D., and prepared myself to teach church history to college or
seminary students.
The 1990s turned out to be painful years. By 1992, I was well
educated and trained . . . and unemployed. Even with Dr. in front

of my name, I bumped into closed doors, lived through some
painful rejections, and experienced a good bit of anger, fear, and
heartbreak. But in the midst of even my hardest days, grace kept
showing up. Friends circled around me. Family encouraged me.
Mentors gave me a nudge. Pastors prayed for and with me. God
showed up and kept showing up for me, more often than not
through acts of kindness by those whom I loved.
Finally, in 1999 a teaching position showed up. My family
(a husband and two young children) moved halfway across the
country to North Carolina, and suddenly, I was a professor,
teaching in a seminary, instructing ministers and soon-to-be
ministers. Ordination could have happened for me then, but
I was reluctant. I had no church that I loved enough to ask for
ordination, and no church was asking me.
Now, after thirty years of ministry, I now can add ordination
to the list of God-given unexpected graces. Also included in that
“grace” list is my church. Three years ago I joined Cornerstone
Church in Snellville, Georgia. Cornerstone has become my home,
my heart. The people of Cornerstone have offered me places of
service, a pulpit from which to preach regularly, kind support for
my ministry with BWIM, and friendships that have shaped who I
am and who I am becoming.
Another grace for me are the women who serve on the
Leadership Team of Baptist Women in Ministry. In February
2014, they circled around me at the end of our spring meeting.
They reached out their hands to me, offered words of affirmation
and care, and said, “Now is the time, Pam, for ordination, for your
ordination.” They invited me to pray, to dream, to explore, and
they nudged me a bit. They then reached out to my pastor and
church, requesting that I be ordained.
It only took me six months to say yes. I prayed hard, worked
through my reservations, talked with trusted friends and my
pastor. I prayed some more, and on February 28, 2015, my
church, Cornerstone Church in Snellville, Georgia, together with
the Leadership Team of Baptist Women in Ministry led a beautiful
service of ordination. Members of my church, friends, and family
gathered and laid hands on me and spoke words of affirmation
and blessing. For the unexpected grace of ordination, I give thanks
to God.
Pam Durso is the executive director of Baptist Women in Ministry,
Atlanta, Georgia.
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A CHURCH THAT GIVES

PINTLALA BAPTIST CHURCH,
PINTLALA, ALABAMA
by Gary P. Burton

It was a long time coming. Having served the Pintlala Baptist
Church for over four decades, I was nervous about an upcoming
church decision. Two years ago, my congregation took a vote as to
whether women could be elected as deacons. We had spent several
weeks of vigorous Bible study on the issue. The all-male deacon
body had taken a strong stand of support for the inclusion of
women. When the climatic church vote occurred, overwhelming
unity prevailed, and together we agreed to include women in this
vital ministry of the church. Kindness and love permeated the
spirit of the church. Now women and men serve alongside each
other, and our church is stronger. In this journey, Baptist Women
in Ministry has been a great friend.
Because of that friendship, Pintlala Baptist Church is a
strong supporter of BWIM. For eight years, our congregation
has participated in Martha Sterns Marshall Day. On those days,

women have preached the gospel with powerful eloquence, and
now women often fill the pulpit when I am away.
Over the years, I have discovered that BWIM is an efficient
and effective organization. With strong and kind leadership from
Pam Durso, the BWIM Leadership Team has a keen eye on the
future. Thoughtfulness and high quality are built into every level
of the organization, from its website and printed materials to the
daily blogs and annual gatherings. Embracing a sound theology
with a deep love of the Bible, BWIM makes me proud and it
makes the church I love healthier too.
AN INVITATION TO GIVE
Join Pintlala Baptist Church and
Gary Burton in supporting Baptist
Women in Ministry’s good work
of advocating, connecting, and
networking. You can give online
at www.bwim.info or send in a
contribution to Baptist Women in
Ministry, P.O. Box 941294,
Atlanta, GA 31141-1294.

