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Four o’clock in the Afternoon

INSTALLATION SERVICE

GATHERING MUSIC

Samuel Ali
Selections performed on charango

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Do not forget that you serve
a Mystery
that neither you nor your father’s father
nor your mother’s mother began.
And the laughter and the tears
that accompany your labor
are not born
of your cleverness
or your holiness,
but are reflections of the Mystery of God
in the still waters
of the eternal lake
by moonlight.
~ William C. Martin
PRELUDE

Lawrence P. Schreiber, Organist-Choirmaster
Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
J. S. Bach

Allegro (Tenth Organ Concerto)
G. F. Handel

Let Heaven and Earth Rejoice (Cantata 129)
J. S. Bach

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #464
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in Thee.
Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began;
Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan.
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life.

*INVOCATION and CALL TO WORSHIP

Kasey Jones

One:

To the powerful and the powerless, God calls us into the work of love.

All:

The poor and the oppressor have this in common: The Lord gives
light to the eyes of both.

One:

Within the dissonance and the harmony, God calls us into the song of love.

All:

God has put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.

One:

As the Word became flesh and lived among us, God calls us into
the story of love.

All:

And we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.

One:

May love be the relentless pursuit of this beloved community,
as pastor and people embark on a new journey together.

THE WELCOME OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ANTHEM

Sadye Doxie
Chancel Choir

Alleluia, Praise Ye the Lord
From Psalm 117
Thomas Matthews

Alleluia! Praise Ye the Lord, all ye nations,
Praise the Lord!
Laud ye God, all ye peoples.
Praise ye, praise the Lord.
For lovingkindness and judgment
Showeth God to us forevermore.
Alleluia!
Praise Ye the Lord, all ye nations,
Praise the Lord!

WORDS OF BLESSING

Everett Goodwin
Jim Somerville

THE PRAYERS
Call to Prayer
One: I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come?

Fonanti Sapee

All:

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

One:

God will not let your foot be moved; the One who keeps you will not slumber.

All:

The One who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

One:

The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand.

All:

The sun shall not strike us by day, nor the moon by night.

One:

The Lord will keep you from all evil; God will keep your life.

All:

The Lord will keep our going out and our coming in from this
time on and forevermore.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Stan Hastey

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE OFFERING
The gifts from today’s offering will be given to Christ House, a nonprofit
organization in Washington, D.C., that provides around-the-clock holistic care
to individuals with acute medical needs who are experiencing homelessness.
Offertory Anthem

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Chancel Choir

Arr. Mack Wilberg

THE INSTALLATION
Scripture Reading

Ephesians 4:1-16

Charge to the Pastor
*Hymn #354

Sharon Youmans
William H. Smith

Guide My Feet
Guide my feet while I run this race,
Guide my feet while I run this race,
Guide my feet while I run this race,
For I don’t want to run this race in vain!
Hold my hand…
Search my heart…
Guide my feet…

Scripture Readings

Psalm 126:1-6
Luke 10:1-9

Barbara Pennington
Sharyn Dowd

Please stand for the Gospel reading.

Charge to the Congregation
“Embracing the Promise of a Bountiful Harvest”

Paul Nixon

“Why is it some days everything works out, and some days nothing works out? What I mean is, I've
been trying to get on that bus for Bountiful for over five years. Usually Jessie Mae and Ludie find me
before I ever get inside the railroad station good. Today, I got inside both the railroad station and the
bus station. Bought a ticket, seen Ludie and Jessie Mae before they saw me. Hid out. Met a pretty
friend like you. Lost my purse, and now I'm having it found for me. I guess the good Lord isn't with us
every day? It would be so nice if he was. Well, maybe then we wouldn't appreciate so much the days
when he's on our side. Or maybe he's always on our side and we don't know it. Maybe I had to wait
twenty years cooped up in a city before I could appreciate getting back here. [...]I'm a very happy
woman.”
~ Carrie Watts in Horton Foote’s 1953 play The Trip to Bountiful

Presentation of Symbols

Representatives of the Congregation
Bible
Cross
Scallop Shell
Chalice & Plate
Towel
Lamb
Compass
Lantern
Basket of food
Plant
Stole

Wilma Prince
Samuel Hill
Ellen Lea Parkhurst
Roderick Coates
Allen Norfleet
Katherine Shirley McBeath
Lucy Holmes Plovnick
Mel Doxie
Ken Ellison
Bettie Hastey
Erik Smith

RESPONSE OF THE PASTOR

Julie Pennington-Russell

BENEDICTION

Pastor Julie

*RECESSIONAL HYMN

God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian

God the Spirit, guide and guardian, wind-sped flame and hovering dove,
Breath of life and voice of prophets, sign of blessing, power of love:
Give to those who lead your people fresh anointing of your grace;
Send them forth as bold apostles to your church in every place.
Christ our Savior, sovereign, shepherd, Word made flesh, love crucified,
Teacher, healer, suff’ring servant, friend of sinners, foe of pride:
In your tending may all ministers learn and live a shepherd’s care;
Grant them courage and compassion shown through word and deed and prayer.
Great Creator, life-bestower, truth beyond all thought’s recall,
Fount of wisdom, womb of mercy, giving and forgiving all:
Help us in our varied callings your full image to proclaim,
That our ministries uniting may give glory to your name.
THE SENDING
Leader:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Now Thank We All Our God

Lawrence P. Schreiber

J. S. Bach
Arr. by Virgil Fox

*Please stand, as able

As you leave worship today, please receive as our gift
a bookmark with Pastor Julie’s weekly benediction.
You are invited to a reception for Julie and her family
in Fellowship Hall (basement level) following the worship service. Stairwells
are located at each of the four corners of the sanctuary.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Rev. Dr. William H. Smith
William H. (Bill) Smith is a native of Kentucky. He is a former colleague of Julie Pennington-Russell and a
long-time friend of both Julie and Tim (Bill performed their wedding in 1988 and presided at Julie’s
ordination in 1986). He has been a pastor in San Francisco, CA; Washington, D.C. and Arlington, VA. He
is married to Judy Bracewell of Houston, TX. They met at Baylor University, married and went to
California to Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (M.Div., Ph.D.) Before beginning pastoral
ministry Bill and Judy served with the Home Mission Board of the SBC in Southeast Washington. They
have three sons and three grandchildren. The Smiths retired in 2010 (Judy from the Dept. of Justice and
Bill from a 19-year pastorate at Memorial Baptist Church in Arlington). Since retirement they have lived in
Charlottesville, VA. Bill has served four churches as an interim pastor since 2010 and served two
overseas relief assignments. He begins next Sunday a new interim assignment with the Church at
Clarendon in Arlington. His favorite pastime is sharing with Judy the joys of babysitting their three
grandchildren (7 years, 5 years, 1 year.)
Rev. Dr. Paul Nixon
Paul Nixon is a United Methodist pastor and president of the Epicenter Group, a DC-based organization
that coaches faith communities and leaders in America and Europe. Paul is a native of central Texas,
where he was ordained at Calvary Baptist Church just a few years before Julie was called as Calvary’s
pastor. During Julie’s tenure at Calvary, Paul came to Waco for onsite consulting work related to
Calvary’s ministry. Julie’s description of that moment in 2001: “Paul’s time with us launched the
beginning of a sea-change for Calvary, spiritually and institutionally. Paul helped us to open ourselves in
new and sometimes scary ways to the Spirit’s leading, and transformed the way that I think about the
Church.” Paul is author of eight books. His most recent is Weird Church: Welcome to the Twenty-First
Century, published this year by The Pilgrim Press. Paul and his husband Justin live just a few blocks
from First Baptist. They make their DC church home at Foundry Methodist.

Samuel Ali is a musician from La Paz, Bolivia. He often plays his charango (an Andean instrument) at the
top of the Dupont Metro station escalator. His music adds beauty and joy to Pastor Julie’s commute
(and that of many others).
Roderick Coates serves as Chair of the Diaconate of FBC.
The Chancel Choir of First Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Sharyn Dowd is a longtime friend and ministry colleague of Pastor Julie, a retired professor of
New Testament and a member of Edgewood Community Church in Atlanta.
Sadye Doxie serves as a Deacon at FBC.
Mel Doxie served on the Pastor Search Committee.
Ken Ellison served on the Pastor Search Committee.
Rev. Dr. Everett C. Goodwin was Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church from 1981 through 1993. He
was Senior Pastor of the Scarsdale Community Church in Scarsdale, NY from 1998 to 2011 and was
Interim Senior Pastor of the Myers Park Baptist Church in Charlotte, NC, from 2013 to 2015.
Bettie Hastey serves on the Personnel Committee at FBC.
Rev. Dr. Stan Hastey serves as a Deacon at FBC and was Interim Preaching Minister before Julie’s
arrival.

Sam Hill serves as Coordinator for Mosaic, a Saturday evening worship gathering at FBC.
Rev. Kasey Jones is Senior Pastor of National Baptist Memorial Church, Washington, D.C.
Katherine Shirley McBeath is a 5th grader at Little Flower School in Bethesda and part of FBC Kids.
Allen Norfleet served on the Pastor Search Committee.
Ellen Lea Parkhurst served on the Pastor Search Committee.
Barbara Pennington is Pastor Julie’s mother. A retired educator and member of the First Baptist
Church of Orlando, she resides in Clermont, FL.
Lucy Holmes Plovnick serves as Moderator of FBC.
Wilma Prince served on the Pastor Search Committee.
Fonanti Sapee is a junior at McKinley Technical High School in D.C. and part of the FBC Youth group.
Dr. Lawrence P. Schreiber is beginning his 17th year as Organist and Choirmaster at First Baptist
Church. He “retired” in 2000 after 40 years as Organist-Choirmaster of National City Christian
Church here in Washington.
Erik Smith served as Chair of the Pastor Search Committee.
Rev. Dr. James G. Somerville was Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Washington, D.C. from
2000 to 2008. He has been Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Richmond, VA, since 2008.
Dr. Sharon Youmans is a longtime friend of Pastor Julie, a member of 19th Avenue Baptist Church in
San Francisco and Vice Dean of the School of Pharmacy at the University of California, San Francisco.

Acknowledgments and Thanks
•
•
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•

The flowers today were given by Babs Baugh and John Jarrett, friends of the PenningtonRussells from San Antonio, TX.
The liturgical stole presented to Pastor Julie today was designed and made by Kathy & Jac
Whatley.
Thank you to pianist Sheila Epstein, accompanist for the Arlington Children’s Chorus, for
providing music during the reception.
Thank you to the Installation Planning Team, the FBC Staff, the Social Committee, and all the
volunteers who helped to make today’s installation a joyful occasion

Today’s Hymns
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee—Tune: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven; words by Henry van Dyke
Guide My Feet—African American Spiritual
God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian—Tune: HYFRYDOL; words by Carl P. Daw

THE CHURCH
Thomas Jefferson was President and Washington DC was but a village of a few thousand people when,
in July 1801, God brought Baptist Christ-followers together for the first time in Washington, DC, in the
U.S. Treasury Building. In March of 1802, six laypeople and four ministers established this church in a
private home. From that time, First Baptist Church has worshiped and served in the heart of the nation's
capital. The congregation has worshiped God in five buildings on four sites in the District of Columbia,
including what is now Ford's Theater (where President Lincoln was assassinated). The congregation
moved to its current location (16th & O Streets, NW) in 1890. The first worship service in the present
sanctuary took place on Christmas Day 1955. In the early 1800s Luther Rice, a member here, used First
Baptist as home base during his national travels organizing mission support among Baptists. With the
support of our first pastor, Obadiah Brown, Rice led Baptists in founding Columbian College, now
George Washington University.
Since the division of Baptists in the North and South in 1845, First Baptist has served as a link between
major national Baptist bodies. We partner with the District of Columbia Baptist Convention (which is
triply aligned with the American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A., the Progressive National Baptist
Convention and the Southern Baptist Convention). We also are affiliated with the Alliance of Baptists, the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and the Baptist World Alliance.
First Baptist welcomes all people into the life of this church. We are grateful to God for the diversity in
our congregation of ethnicity, race, citizenship, gender, sexual orientation, age, physical and mental
ability, faith background, economic status, political persuasion, education and life experience. We love
our DC community!

THE NEW PASTOR
Julie Pennington-Russell became Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of the City of Washington,
DC, on January 1, 2016. Before coming to Washington, Julie served and led three churches in Decatur,
GA; Waco, TX; and San Francisco, CA. She earned a B.A. from the University of Central Florida in
Orlando and a M.Div. from Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, CA. Her messages
have been featured on the television broadcast 30 Good Minutes, Day-1 Radio and at the Festival of
Homiletics.
Julie is married to Tim Pennington-Russell, a techie and sometimes poet and bass player. They are the
parents of Taylor August and Lucy Claire. Julie reports that because of their “ridiculously long last
name,” many people simply refer to the family as “The P-Rs”. They make their home in DC’s Brookland
neighborhood.
Julie loves the poetry of Mary Oliver, and Billy Collins, blogging and exploring the sights of DC (the
National Gallery of Art is her favorite). She’s also a sucker for Ben & Jerry's New York Super Fudge
Chunk. Mostly, she loves seeing the surprise and relief in a person’s eye when he or she experiences the
love and welcome of Jesus. Julie is wild about the Church and loves to lean with the people of God
toward “big-picture, kingdom of God adventures.”

The First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, D.C.
Julie Pennington-Russell, Senior Pastor
Deborah Cochran, Associate Pastor for Children and Families
Lawrence P. Schreiber, Organist-Choirmaster
D’Oniece Shaw Dillard, Church Administrator
Jean Weber, Administrative Assistant
Stephen Hunter, Building Engineer
Tim Pennington-Russell, Communications and I.T. Support
Carolyn B-Roebuck, Child Development Center Director
1328 Sixteenth Street, NW
Phone: 202-387-2206
Email : office@firstbaptistdc.org

Washington, D.C. 20036
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