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Pam Durso

The Mystery of Ordination

In less than two weeks, my
family, friends, colleagues,
supporters, and fellow church
members will gather for my
ordination. Many will make the
trip to Atlanta for this

special occasion in my life; some
of them will travel long distances
just to be here. I am a bit, well
more than a bit, overwhelmed by
that knowledge.

I have also been a bit
overwhelmed by the question,
"Aren't you excited?" Wonderful,
caring friends have asked me this
question. Church members,
students, and acquaintances have
also asked me. And I don't have a settled answer. I don't
know quite what to say. "Excited, not really" doesn't seem
appropriate. Neither does, "Nervous. I am rather nervous
about the whole thing." As one who lives in the world of
words, I can't even find ones to express how I am feeling
these days.

My inability to articulate in any intelligent way has driven
me to prayer, reflection, and some hand wringing. Okay,
more than some. A lot of hand wringing. And here is what I
am learning about ordination and myself.

Ordination, of course, entails words of blessing and the
physical act of affirmation through the laying on of hands.
Over the past fifteen years, I have attended and participated
in countless ordinations. I have spoken words of blessings,
prayed over, and laid hands upon dozens of women and
men, and I have felt the power of the spirit, experienced
God's presence. I am grateful for those moments.

As I have pondered and prayed, I have realized that giving
blessing comes easily and naturally to me. I cherish the
opportunity to bless. But . . . I do not easily or naturally
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the 2015 Martha
Stearns Marshall preachers.

receive blessing. I hesitate to hear or accept words of
affirmation, and my impending ordination has pushed me to
admit this about myself and to begin working on myself. I
am still in process of learning to open my heart and to live
with a receiving spirit.

My second realization is that ordination involves much
mystery, a concept which was beautifully expressed by Molly
Marshall, president of Central Baptist Theological Seminary.
In her article, "The Mystery of Ordination," Molly noted that
"In God's mysterious calculus of grace, these [ordained
ministers] lead and accompany God's church as it makes its
slow journey through history toward the City of God."

There is much that I do not understand about this
mysterious working of God through ordination. There is
much that I have yet to learn, and to be honest, living into
this mystery is a struggle for me. I am a concrete thinker, an
organizer, an over-planner. I maintain careful control of my
calendar, my emotions, and just about everything else that
is controllable in life. But ordination, this mysterious gift of
affirmation and "set apartness," has challenged me and is
challenging me to trust. To trust that God is at work. To
trust that God is in this. To trust that my church and the
BWIM Leadership Team were right in their request that I be
ordained. And frankly, all that trusting has been hard, really
hard.

So in the days remaining before my ordination, I have
blocked out some hours to pray and to rest. I don't want to
miss what God has in store. I very much want to be ready to
hear, ready to receive, ready to open my heart. And in these
days, your prayers are surely appreciated!

With gratitude,

Pam Durso

SAVE THE DATE

is LIVING GENEROUSLY.

Come join us in June in Dallas for worship, fellowship, and some great Tex-Mex. Baptist
Women in Ministry will host its annual gathering on Wednesday, June 17, 2015, at
Wilshire Baptist Church. The morning begins at 10:00 am with worship, and our theme
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Our preacher will be Julie Pennington-Russell. Julie serves
as pastor of First Baptist Church in Decatur, Georgia. She is
one of the most gifted preachers we have in Baptist circles
(and well beyond) and is a much-loved mentor, respected
community leader, and great friend to Baptist Women in
Ministry.

" Our worship leader will be

Ossie X. McKinney. Ossie is
minister of music at Faith Baptist 3
Church in Atlanta and will soon . .
graduate from McAfee School of Julie Pennington-Russell
Theology. She has a powerful

story and a beautiful voice.

An incredible lunch will be served following worship. Tickets
for lunch will be $20 and will be available on March 3 on the
BWIM website. More details to come soon.

Ossie X. McKinney

So SAVE THE DATE. Plan on being in Dallas and joining us for worship and lunch!

BE A SUPPORTER of BAPTIST WOMEN IN MINISTRY

If your life and ministry has been enhanced by the work of Baptist Women in Ministry,
you can make sure that other women have that same encouragement!

Be a supporter of our work. Help us as we seek to advocate for women ministers,
provide resources for ministers and churches, and continue in promoting Martha Stearns
Marshall Month of Preaching, our e-newsletter and blog, and placement assistance!

Become a monthly supporter. Sign up on the BWIM website and via Pay Pal, your bank
account will be drafted each month. Monthly gifts provide a stable financial base for
Baptist Women in Ministry, and they are greatly appreciated.

Or you can also make a one-time donation on our website or via snail mail:

Send a check to:

Baptist Women in Ministry
P. O. Box 941294

Atlanta, GA 31141-1294

Your support makes a HUGE difference!

FAMILY TIES

Our 2015 Monthly Conversations
Each month a collaborative group led by Pam Durso and Devita Parnell gathers for
conversation about women and Baptist life. You are invited to join in these
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conversations! You don't even have to be in Georgia, because our group meets via phone
conference call and/or online through live meetings.

SAVE the DATE! Below are the dates and times for our 2015 conversations. Our theme
for the year is "Family Ties," and we will be talking about family relationships,
responsibilities, and real life challenges of ministers.

The 2015 Schedule

Thursday, March 12, 10:30 a.m. (EASTERN TIME)

Mary Beth Foust, Julie Long, and Stephanie McLeskey

"Pregnant while Ministering: The Joys and Challenges of a Very Public Pregnancy"

Mary Beth is ministry coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Virginia, Richmond,
Virginia. Julie Long is associate pastor and minister of children and families, First Baptist
Church of Christ, Macon, Georgia. Stephanie is chaplain at Mars Hills University, Mars
Hill, North Carolina.

Tuesday, April 14, 10:30 a.m. (EASTERN TIME)
Sharyn Dowd, Brittany Riddle, and Charity Roberson
"SBWM (Single Baptist Woman Minister): Surviving and Succeeding as a Single Minister"

Sharyn is pastor for caring and serving ministries, First Baptist Church, Decatur, Georgia.
Brittany is minister to adults, Vinton Baptist Church, Vinton, Virginia. Charity is
equipping coach, Virginia Baptist Mission Board, Richmond, Virginia.

Tuesday, May 12, 10:30 a.m. (EASTERN TIME)
Brent Jones, Josh Speight, and Paul Swiney
"Help! My Wife is a Minister: A Conversation with Ministers' Spouses"

Brent's wife, Andrea, is pastor of Millbrook Baptist Church, Raleigh, North Carolina.
Josh's wife, Becky, is minister to families with children, Smoke Rise Baptist Church,
Stone Mountain, Georgia. Paul's wife, Tambi, is associate pastor, Immanuel Baptist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee.

To connect to the conference call, use this number if you have free long distance:
1 (805) 309-2350 and enter 22016109.

If you do not have free long distance, connect by dialing any of Local Toll Access
Numbers listed here and possibly avoid long distance charges that might otherwise be
billed by your phone company. After dialing, enter 2201619.

For those without free long distance or a local toll access number, you may dial the toll-
free number 1-800-309-2350 and enter 2201619.

For more information about the conversation, email Ashley
Robinson atashleyrobinson@bwim.info.



mailto:ashleyrobinson@bwim.info

READ or LISTEN TO PAST CONVERSATIONS

If you missed any of our past monthly conversations, we now have transcripts and
recordings of the 2014 meetings on the BWIM website.

Audio recordings are available of these conversations:

Rebecca Wiggs and Patricia Wilson
"Breaking the Law? Dealing with Pesky Legal Issues"

Laura Leavell
"Practice Sabbath? Who Has Time?"

Taryn Deaton
"Who me? Ask for Money? Fundrasising 101"

Pam Durso and Devita Parnell
"Will I Ever Find a Ministry Position?: Hints and Helps for Surviving the Search Process."

To listen to these recordings, read transcripts from earlier conversations, and see the
2015 calendar, click here.

MONDAY PSALMS

Baptist Women in Ministry offers a weekly devotion titled "Monday Psalm." These
devotions, based on the Psalms, focus attention on the ways in which God is at

work in our lives.

The writer for February is LeAnn Gunter Johns. In her most
recent devotion, "I Take Refuge", LeAnn wrote:

"We all need safe places where we can go to rest and receive
refuge. When we pray the prayer that the psalmist teaches
us, we find God's reassurance of presence and protection in
sometimes the most surprising places. Whether it is while
sitting on a sanctuary pew, receiving a hug from a loving
parent, or a feeling a sense of deep peace, may God's
presence provide the refuge and comfort you need today."

Our upcoming writers include Nikki Finkelstein-Blair
and Meredith Stone.
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LAST WEEK ON THE BWIM BLOG

The TUESDAY PRAYER from Baptist Women in Ministry was written by Catherine of
Siena (c. 1347-1380)

On Wednesday, Starlette McNeill told a beautiful story of piecing together her ministry
in "Mother-Pastor."

On Thursday Pam Durso announced details about our upcoming annual gatheringon
June 17, 2015.

On Friday, THIS IS WHAT A MINISTER LOOKS LIKE featured an interview
withDevita Parnell, the young Baptist ecosystem manager at the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship in Decatur, Georgia.

THE BWIM WEBSITE

Baptist Women in Ministry's website is packed full of
resources, including information aboutMartha Stearns
Marshall Month of Preaching, the Addie Davis
Awards, and the Monthly Conversation recordings
and transcripts.

- On the Resource Page, you will find Maternity Leave
— Policies, Ordination Resources, and a list of
| helpful books and articles.

Plus you can read the BWIM blog, buy our T-Shirt, and make a contribution--all on our
website!

More resources to come so keep checking the BWIM site!

BWIM's MOST RECENT BOOK

Baptist Women in Ministry is pleased to partner with Smyth & Helwys S
Publishers in the production of a new book, The World is Waiting for
T World

You: Celebrating the 50th Ordination Anniversary of Addie
Davis. The collection is co-edited byPam Durso and LeAnn Gunter WAITING
Johns and includes Addie's story, two of her sermons, and twenty-five forYou

sermons by eighteen Addie Davis Award recipients.

The preachers featured in the book are Gwen Brown, Erin James-
Brown, Molly Brummett, Caroline Lawson Dean, Bailey Nelson
Edwards, Griselda Escobar, Angela Fields, Nicole Finkelstein-Blair ,
Karen Hatcher, Kimberly Schmitt Holman, LeAnn Gunter Johns, Andrea
Dellinger Jones, Martha Kearse, Veronice Miles, Heather Mustain, Teresa Pugh, Kyndall
Rae Rothaus, and Shelley Hasty Woodruff.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SiTcXYpGSPIngUH1Nj8aSfH6vCHho3PpqL8hYUi0rLp-nVFa1_PlQxshBH9pYzXD5LWsUuaPcpbuuufjKH96M6_upT8tPB-Ro8-mWZyVjsAYG1oYeF3fgYjToJU6Np1cfIcqTWbnyDrU_ORW7Ba5rHiXT7y80mbDRqaqRomiqZbir3bRfkMKiNXPrHfd4_huoJ3TREanb3vyDxdtTToESzI702YltMoHK-x0NVR-SqXnr3YHJ9yoKXUrTMLnU9FRoQR9-evXfwXCFcQR_En9vKI0yS9onDaBRWXZGOO4C2nJu3OvAj7M6AayPJ6cYoqQ62SADt9ERB5u5ILGRnRm2TT
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SjqkOORj9vzBNPgiET0BA0c6jdjYOmcAx3gtRKPTsPe3m88uRGWBRpxTij0yAl8iCetUlT0hIac5_wQfEOGJGG8MEfoquHJJi2-qgY9GRGuXqIF4D9Op3bCAh__F8ZtD-srlTmtw3_gDekM_fcW8EJPqyIF_bFQv4o8NbpHAVR6DnGXn5_3m1EoTTB9yRtkYJ-BhQUiw9SSHIrWpNGQnGB2p-aUFkrTkG5JpionDgVr0pA-eudu-bAAseFzdLqcSAKD9JgbLMS-LfrqhBPJWudAeKdmAPWqcVH1K7YkK5cNIiS_Ha1erK579UySU0g61asgnALFYWRq1g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3ShimiswRGKDZiGEzK3p4YgGeymyDtGo39I7I8JoUC41bEbKKkrKBz3U4Y5_ra5JOQ7ky-t7zwFzDY2iWFVG1DD-aedZn0LR3wWgYKek5aT4yM-xJQn-eISdMb8xDk0jCP4hSJc3yLMQWqIMwa9I566_W-vA7uWjh_i4Iw9bZAXY49GF5us0KLb4Pqrb9O4UWtTc47It6KKVgG292DIi8_G5kS2nuAr8Tv0K-BtINN0jPCRnLHkAoto8EtTUBJoEpmC-GPGEwYBEvL_U4-5Hf2N1GlVzqOFp4lW2p4uJIoFDE1NbXh3LlH9S0htiaBrtDOA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SicrDVV94Ttl6eHkHzpMff8OH3FVeslH9ld54XCuuHMzR7sNXwuO-VNwtxP2spkkmuSW4pcKaQM4i9AkLVInETcIQZxBlHP2rHRDty9R8Vzq2uhvt2-Tn7MEIYWI4G66WnHSZ_PNhThoOQJWcG8PDGMIW2Y_JuKftsyLD6bOuV8TGrC6nEFddL-zXpxuF8iwbIKOdQaXOnqRb8CZf3PapvIvjRnXJ5KWoBh3z2JHFrfXmtKVTyqerwkwmNsvKaClIkkq_3A8qf46On5-WGFlXB7N_Ti2QWgW8HzxvQbBmdY67lMoO3z05w5HE4cAA6BPhOUty4j4s6rYCsbtJbof1LfK7c8EsSXgYSwzbsUfbafFfjvJTCYaLbM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SjgBAnE3nfkPf9C9bs6dJhNqI9zaP2kUhx7-0Planyq20mZCy9d2-IEPAxBor7B9Vx5fh5RNj3kso3pKUMlNgBqVhsbH7d0wFjFbwN6mDmJ-QQSiJbPIUUnP3l1QWND9UOdN1W5OioxjRdizirbECe58YUfMAEKnal2hd1zHZioNtJPwzqKXE3IsGvu4oKJnkGKHh5HWZVgP85UiHbjk5xrE9VBgS92Mhziu5ShSXclTkpR7DpXXDEmaBntKMOMPEk3Ov7vBc_9gQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SjgBAnE3nfkPf9C9bs6dJhNqI9zaP2kUhx7-0Planyq20mZCy9d2-IEPAxBor7B9Vx5fh5RNj3kso3pKUMlNgBqVhsbH7d0wFjFbwN6mDmJ-QQSiJbPIUUnP3l1QWND9UOdN1W5OioxjRdizirbECe58YUfMAEKnal2hd1zHZioNtJPwzqKXE3IsGvu4oKJnkGKHh5HWZVgP85UiHbjk5xrE9VBgS92Mhziu5ShSXclTkpR7DpXXDEmaBntKMOMPEk3Ov7vBc_9gQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SiUrDqdcT_dnwpmIuZ3sCime0djykXJLFvwFK3CLHVeFbKy2P8r4Sfv4fwBapxG5St3HRLe4fotUHtseGv5rmeAIqi2uD6AHeeYRFPxay5KZfLow_uBsHn5X2ebnuvFQgmjZ4GkNdUGvXvSYVOG_6ibkro4ZGuV1MKZELkI2oH58hC3rShkLpGA5FKEIVnWF44mjU0bSj8PFFGUceoAtQMFPI5h1abJIN_YI_C-EVepBSc6GFVM6AC2BucF7JhKASnIcWkLIOIxRqxo_t40zmYO
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SiUrDqdcT_dnwpmIuZ3sCime0djykXJLFvwFK3CLHVeFbKy2P8r4Sfv4fwBapxG5St3HRLe4fotUHtseGv5rmeAIqi2uD6AHeeYRFPxay5KZfLow_uBsHn5X2ebnuvFQgmjZ4GkNdUGvXvSYVOG_6ibkro4ZGuV1MKZELkI2oH58hC3rShkLpGA5FKEIVnWF44mjU0bSj8PFFGUceoAtQMFPI5h1abJIN_YI_C-EVepBSc6GFVM6AC2BucF7JhKASnIcWkLIOIxRqxo_t40zmYO
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SgsKeclgBuNrZfhojkHnKO_lucM9eyDMov-kVTGIfOEwRlG1OFTMTGoqdKq1bH7VoxcKWG0gIykdc-PCyTMJEvstiJdEkArhXf7W-boLPRpKSSNjVUG-0II6gb3_No0jUWBEIvAwu_DvunVXdFQwLzwkHl15h2bVRsM5bA47SkC4nbVyX2I0b0_enZ1j9B5xmpGAjzTfDHIflbkSkVWQMGSALp1maTBFghAnid2XINZN-loBFim_1QBN9-fwNkyNRo7Hfz8fAnr_yB9My83RO0ThjmtL5ibsX8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SjILN1lrrX4d6MEBCYhhpJcSEy8_ary9C-au7n-HB9OvWRrqN5VuwnWWp661yohCwLpUVcAgFfkhRYO3jPoazu0eJh3fbGbTUTNFSFV2pEYV6Au_BEDHVw2AEq79ITXskKk_-TdgrZTE09lOPacSR4X6wp4_THwGFQxTpLdHquhF7S_tbjOuAs7JXYZ6r-rsr6lVYPiBJuMcocioshDP5FmHUhBafiZt4BPcSgL_TkOiXAnZt08HvK8GUYWnlYom7Ibe-vsJueNH1X4X2wFc6jVFPA1VpQ62so=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SjILN1lrrX4d6MEBCYhhpJcSEy8_ary9C-au7n-HB9OvWRrqN5VuwnWWp661yohCwLpUVcAgFfkhRYO3jPoazu0eJh3fbGbTUTNFSFV2pEYV6Au_BEDHVw2AEq79ITXskKk_-TdgrZTE09lOPacSR4X6wp4_THwGFQxTpLdHquhF7S_tbjOuAs7JXYZ6r-rsr6lVYPiBJuMcocioshDP5FmHUhBafiZt4BPcSgL_TkOiXAnZt08HvK8GUYWnlYom7Ibe-vsJueNH1X4X2wFc6jVFPA1VpQ62so=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3ShSmxsSifz1pnzuRTASesC4xJudeDav8SchID4CRVLRgf7XIOm0GiScV6yl-UbM5BltYrF3FXa2V4uMcTi3nNdFuY7iIpWWfqlQCcWx8uVj-Vwm2vI5P2R09jTXjki3KUseCot5kH3Hcp2-57MU14jN4gEPA6jHvcMZWmXHaaJ-Ig3Z19znyPR0R40uzhroYW-N37NjfbELwyMgFY4g2XERvmCzWxO2huBgF1jiN7Lji9g2Hx3ZJUDLKhLL7wCc-uFcIUjWu25Hi4KhQRrox27yoAz4I56nKlk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SgtMPw1jniXoG7KZaIGxtmuD2wwX948PHc1oJegieOwlqiRB9GybC5-3bEgKn72OoJ1E2T8GPQdEAnAIGt3zCkZR7bNf1cpOCY9hgZEdqlYAyQtcqaG02uLrvElx8B2sri3cquIxnUWhEY0NrQNeviMSMKGGDmcDGczT-_Am8p_oEySqI1syUeXEaPavjifGiyz_fZfWywXYMYA5z9fKuw4CdwXM9Dr_CRkd-o1w-7_ArpXf4oVaSw9OFwpA-ZsM0Wl9oWeIPh_7YKyZ0_v4trG
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3Sj8IklaIBD4aFOZNhehZ8_rCOKoiEgCh3gfTzA-f-lTGXOfJKT_ynmRitonnEMXOVJG_cJQeeR-7va3003FfBG7T_tThIhVj-IRpSB7Jg-FfYt9kCB1YR48kafJJYBYeWR5Hgj6Gu2K2neroRshIT9XRrrpzSXzJN_TpV3r-EDuGsPHP6mlPzRfQKv13_mNi_h65kVTmn2USj9JOX11H_aTC82RiJnGJ7Lza7ZJT_QusRcK4PZ4AObaWYZR_bDS0IsDej-Z7XUt4Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SisurwbnGseABcc_OrlyOSr689vyC-j8bypTtyZllzgy4fBFVWP52juFpsHoMhGAnnCUGB4d3RRqI8KDX6MZRux00DA5NaAeCpoci6rJ7aHFtI06BshJ2c_CQG7snTTOSrz9mz_ZOM-Yu9msafj-MoUr3jsRMHGq5vsQIvhE-hAl4_SaQT_eGhSYyDoDttDk3p45Bl2sCdxV7d1xSHdRn0FxTDv-bfn7lNzAMWYRd0zKbGZyPS-vZk_8F_6ogqs9VcuGHSrWBx1F_HHlatK-gDC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SjYfLI0S6pKgr0xZYzhGJuLj1_qTO6NWj5VxZLoBe8kVy_HHgxFafOKuW8IZGQKE9Yq5V7L86X5TmW5OySGAgC34qTLzI5mfjSPSUhzCgA9xuK6BKzKTyiQ69i6jZMW_c6yMQZOlIowJAOiLM-Pg2NTxGmCBuEfHOYMcAzkPd6Lq817GQNBLPBKX9eMDVP5rbuQnZPyJFZRiBHHTEJ1BSYDz9nbcYG83Sx6U1OCAp7qTJhopT_DxCAG7jpbusjrH5k2csL9GIvziw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001hcnhfWGL3SixSQIURKLtqKfeTTY1rOlCAebMQ65_EgkT8kWOHcdfXgVkGs6V3xYLe6Z3h19rzToWfqantgWF1Jv_pXO-bsTDO0lXezLaA0zXfkdEOEjVXDpwD2ObLcZs7Pm-n1VU5n19TWVii15pa5ngpq2tB5r6yKLpzzaBE3d4y9EnPVhKamKj4EyPpKHDf31Jffqdm9XCwD2o_C4MyDhHkpR5ekMeSNV4CT-eno-svPHiz52NoXBars1ZURx2yEUQ9UKcHPY=

The book is available from Smyth & Helwys!

The BWIM T-SHIRT - 50% off through February 28

In honor of Martha Stearns Marshall Month of Preaching our new t-shirts are
50% off. You can buy yours here.

Texas Women in Ministry Conference

Texas Baptists are hosting a ministry conference on February 20, 2015 at Logsdon
Seminary in Abilene, Texas. The theme for the conference is "Reflecting God's Image,"
and plenary speakers include Cheryl Kimble, pastor of Highland Park Baptist Church in
Austin, and Kyndall Rothaus, pastor of Covenant Baptist Church in San Antonio. The
conference will include plenary sessions, panel discussions, breakouts on topics related
to women in ministry and ministry equipping, and networking opportunities.

BWIM of North Carolina Annual Convocation

BWIM of North Carolina will host its annual convocation on Thursday, March 19,
2015 at 10 a.m. at Sardis Baptist Church in Charlotte.

Women's Pilgrimage to Ireland

Beth MacConnell and Christy McMillin-Goodwin will be leading a pilgrimage to
Ireland April 10-19, 2015. Highlights of the Pilgrimage will include: St. Patricks
Cathedral in Dublin, The Butter Exchange in Cork, The Cliffs of Mohr, shopping, and
much more. Click here for the brochure, or contact Beth McConnell or Christy McMillin for
more information.
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BWIM of Georgia Spring Gathering

Save the Date! BWIM of Georgia's Spring Gathering will be Saturday, April 11, 2015 at
Wieuca Road Baptist Church in Atlanta. The preacher will be Mimi Walker, pastor of Druid Hills
Baptist Church, Atlanta. Details coming soon.

Virginia BWIM's Annual Feast

Virginia BWIM will host its annual Feast on May 1, 2015 at River Road Baptist Church
in Richmond. More details coming soon.

BWIM of Georgia Scholarship

Annually, Baptist Women in Ministry of Georgia awards the Sara Owen Etheridge
Scholarship to a Baptist woman who is from or currently resides in Georgia and has
completed at least one year of seminary education (30 hours of study) whether at the
Master or Doctoral level. Applicants may attend a Baptist or non-Baptist seminary. This
year's deadline is March 15, 2015.

For more information and to download the scholarship application, visit the BWIM of
Georgia website or email Jessica Asbell at jessica@rfbc.org

BWIM of Georgia Award

Distinguised Church Woman of the Year

Each year, Baptist Women in Ministry of Georgia honors a woman as Distinguished
Churchwoman of the Year. Qualifications and nomination instructions may be found on
the BWIM of Georgia website. Nominations are due March 15, 2015.

For more information or to submit nominations, email Tamara Tillman Smathers
at ttsmathers@fbcrome.org.

PREACHER BREATH by Kyndall Rae Rothaus

Smyth & Helwys Publishers recently releasedPreacher
Breath: Sermons and Essays by Kyndall Rae Rothaus.

"Preacher Breath is solace for the preacher's soul. Writing
out of her own experience as a pastor, Kyndall's profound
reflections on the preaching life are so full of grace and truth
that preachers will find themselves on every page. A
wordsmith of the first order, her writing is exquisite. The
sermons she includes are simply paradigmatic and imbued
with such richness and depth that they will make us better
preachers and better Christians."-William Hulitt Gloer,
professor of preaching and Christian scripture,

George W. Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor University

vvvvvvvvvvvv

To order your copy, visit Smyth & Helwys.
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Being Called Chaplain by Stacy N. Sergent

Harrelson Press recently released Being Called Chaplain:
How I lost my name and (eventually) found my
faith by Stacy N. Sergent.

Being Called Chaplain is the story of Stacy's first year as a
chaplain. It chronicles her journey as she is confronted by the
tragedies of life and as she loses and then regains faith.

"Stacy's story is for anyone who has ever questioned their
faith, God, or what they believe at all. Her honesty in doing it
while serving as chaplain to those in dire situations is a gift
that frees us to accept doubt as an integral part of faith."--
Carrie Nettles

The book may be ordered from Amazon.

Ordinations
Jessica Abell will be ordained on March 1, 2015 by First Baptist Church, Denver,
Colorado.

Deborah Lambeth was ordained by Beverly Hills Baptist Church, Asheville, North
Carolina.

Sara Robb was ordained on February 8, 2015 by Scott Boulevard Baptist Church,
Decatur, Georgia.

Cristy Wise was ordained on February 8, 2015, by Bates Fork Baptist Church,
Sycamore, Pennsylvania.

On the Move

Lindsay Andreolli-Comstock is executive director, the Beatitudes Society, Berkley,
California.

Ann Charlescraft is staff chaplain, Riverside Regional Medical Center, Newport News,
Virginia.

Karen Bass Driskill is director of music ministries, First Baptist Church, Clinton, North
Carolina

Laura Freeman was appointed as a missionary by the American Baptist International
Ministries to serve in evangelism in Turkey.

Sarah Gengler is pastor of the Federated Church, Brookston, Indiana.

Karen Gilbert is the minister of missions, Derbyshire Baptist Church, Richmond,
Virginia.
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Kelle Parish is children's minister, Trinity Baptist Church, Kerrville, Texas.
Betty Rains is associate pastor, Oakland Baptist Church, Gum Spring, Virginia.
Betsy Smith is choir director, Rhoadesville Baptist Church, Rhoadesville, Virginia.

Elizabeth Squires is pastor of Pennar Community Church in Pembroke Dock, West
Wales.

Shirley Womble is minister of children, families and church administration, Masonboro
Baptist Church, Wilmington, North Carolina.

Open Ministry Positions
Positions are listed by state, city, open position, church name.

BWIM collects these openings from a wide variety of sources, and the degree of openness to women ministers
among the listed churches varies. In its effort to advocate, network, and connect, BWIM provides this list as a
resource to those searching for ministry positions.

ALABAMA

Auburn-Associate Pastor for Youth, College, and Young Adults-Auburn First Baptist
Church

Auburn-Associate Pastor for Music-Auburn First Baptist Church
Birmingham-Pastor-Mt. Moriah Baptist Church

Mobile-Pastor-First Baptist Church

ARKANSAS
Jonesboro-Pastor-First Baptist Church
Little Rock-Minister to Youth and Children-Pulaski Heights Baptist Church

CALIFORNIA
Palo Alto-Associate Pastor for Faith Formation & Family Life-First Baptist Church
Tahoe City-Children's Ministry Intern-First Baptist Church

COLORADO
Denver-Pastor-Central Baptist Church

FLORIDA

Jacksonville-Pastor-Deermeadows Baptist Church
Niceville-Pastor-Bluewater Community Church
St. Petersburg-Pastor-First Baptist Church

Vero Beach-Pastor-First Baptist Church

GEORGIA

Atlanta-Chaplain-Piedmont Hospital
Carrollton-Pastor-Tabernacle Baptist Church
Macon-Associate Editor-Smyth & Helwys
Macon-Curriculum Editor-Smyth & Helwys




Madison-Minister of Music-Madison Baptist Church
Ocilla-Youth Pastor-Ocilla Baptist Church
Rome-Pastor-Garden Lakes Baptist Church

St. Simons-Pastor-First Baptist Church

KANSAS
Topeka-Associate Pastor for Children, Youth, & Small Groups-First Baptist Church

KENTUCKY

Berea-Minister of Music and Children-Berea Baptist Church
Louisville-Minister of Music-Deer Park Baptist Church
Louisville-Minister to Students-St. Matthew's Baptist Church
Stanford-Pastor-Stanford Baptist Church

MARYLAND

Ashton-Pastoral Counselor-CentrePointe Counseling, Inc. (part-time)
Baltimore-Pastor-University Baptist Church

Easton-Pastor-Union Baptist Church

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor-Pastor-Second Baptist Church
Charlotte-Pastor-First Baptist Church

MISSOURI
Kansas City-Pastor-Crossroads Church
Liberty-Student Pastor-Second Baptist Church

NEW JERSEY
Passaic-Pastor-St. Paul Baptist Church

NORTH CAROLINA

Ayden-Pastor-The Memorial Baptist Church

Burlington-Associate Pastor-First Baptist Church

Clayton-Associate Pastor for Students and Outreach-First Baptist Church
Durham-Associate Pastor for Families-Temple Baptist Church
Eatonton-Associate Pastor, Music and Family Ministries-First Baptist Church
Elizabeth City-Pastor-First Baptist Church

Elkin-Minister for Music and Children-First Baptist Church
Kannapolis-Minister of Students-Memorial Baptist Church
Laurinburg-Minister of Students-First Baptist Church

Lenoir-Pastor-First Baptist Church

Lillington-Pastor-Lillington Baptist Church

Mt. Airy-Pastor-First Baptist Church

New Bern-Pastor-First Baptist Church

Newton Grove-Director of Youth Ministries-Newton Grove Baptist Church
Raleigh-Minister for Serving Christ-Forest Hills Baptist Church
Raleigh-Minister of Music and Worship-Hayes Barton Baptist Church
Raleigh-Children's Minister-Millbrook Baptist Church (part-time)
Raleigh-Minister of Children and Youth-Rolesville Baptist Church
Raleigh-Pastor-Macedonia Baptist Church

Spring Hope-Senior Pastor-Duke Memorial Baptist Church




Spruce Pine-Pastor-First Baptist Church
Winston-Salem-Community Minister-Northwest Baptist Church (part-time)

SOUTH CAROLINA

Clemson-Director of College Ministries-First Baptist Church
Greenville-Minister to Youth-First Baptist Church

Hartsville-Minister to Youth and Children-First Baptist Church
Orangeburg-Associate Pastor/Minister of Music-First Baptist Church
Pickens-Minister to Students and Families-First Baptist Church
Simpsonville-Pastor-First Baptist Church

TENNESSEE

Johnson City-Pastor-Central Baptist Church

Knoxville-Minister of Youth-West Hills Baptist Church

Memphis-Associate Pastor, Families and Congregational Care-Second Baptist
Church

TEXAS

Arlington-Minister of Music and Worship-First Baptist Church
Chattanooga-Pastor-Second Missionary Baptist Church

El Paso-Associate Pastor for Congregational Care-Coronado Baptist Church
Ft. Worth-Pastor-Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Fredericksburg-Pastor-First Baptist Church

Rochester-Pastor-First Baptist Church

San Marcos-Pastor-First Baptist Church

Waco-Pastor-Lake Shore Baptist Church

VIRGINIA

Bassett-Pastor-Oak Level Baptist Church

Chester-Minister to Children and Parents-Chester Baptist Church (part-time)
Clifton Forge-Minister of Music and Youth-Clifton Forge Baptist Church
Cumberland-Pastor-Fitzgerald Memorial Baptist Church

Danville-Associate Pastor/Minister of Music-Moffett Memorial Baptist Church
Durham-Minister of Discipleship and Children-Durham Memorial Baptist Church
Earlysville-Associate Pastor of Formation-Chestnut Grove Baptist Church

Falls Church-Youth Minister Intern-First Baptist Church of Merrifield (part-time)
Floyd-Pastor-Floyd Baptist Church

Fredericksburg-Youth Director-Bethel Baptist Church (part-time)
Fredericksburg-Pastor-Fairview Baptist Church

Jarratt-Pastor-High Hills Baptist Church

Kenbridge-Pastor-Kenbridge Baptist Church

King William-Pastor-Sharon Baptist Church

Marion-Pastor-Marion Baptist Church

Midlothian-Preschool Director-Winfree Memorial Baptist Church
Quinton-Pastor-Second Liberty Baptist Church (part-time)

Richmond-Director of Youth-Branch's Baptist Church (part-time)
Roanoke-Director of Youth-Rosalind Hills Baptist Church (part-time)
Vinton-Minister to Students and Activities-Vinton Baptist Church
Waynesboro-Minister of Education and Family Ministries-First Baptist Church
Williamsburg-Children & Youth Associate-Williamsburg Baptist Church (part-time)




WASHINGTON DC
Pastor-First Baptist Church

WEST VIRGINIA
Bluefield-Pastor-First Baptist Church

State Women in Ministry Information
Alabama
Contact Terri Byrd at terribyrd@aol.com.

Georgia
Contact Hannah Coe at hannah@firstbaptistathens.org. For information, click here.

Kentucky
Contact Alix Davidson Keller at alix.davidson@yahoo.com.

Missouri
Contact Robin Sandbothe at rsandbothe@cbts.edu. For information, click here.

North Carolina
Contact Carolyn Ashburn at cwajwa@bellsouth.net.
For information, click here.

South Carolina
Contact Ellen Sechrest at esechrest@boulevardbaptist.com.

Texas
Contact Meredith Stone at mstone@hsutx.edu. For information, click here.

Virginia
Contact Elizabeth Melton Bartley at Elizabethmbartley@yahoo.com. For information, click
here.

Baptist Women in Ministry exists to be a catalyst in Baptist life, drawing together women and men, in

partnership with God, to illuminate, advocate and nurture the gifts and graces of women.
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